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Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request that the NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT ("NOTICE") 
dated March 9, 2004 be withdrawn and that the response filed on July 23, 2003 be considered. 
Although Applicants believe that no fee is necessary, the Commissioner is authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 500417 the amount of any necessary fee to cover the Petition. 

On March 11, 2004, Applicants' attorneys received the aforementioned NOTICE (copy 
enclosed), which indicated that the above-identified application went abandoned for failing to 
respond to an "Office Action" mailed April 23, 2003. 

However, on July 23, 2003, Applicants' attorney filed a response to the aforementioned 
Office Action via facsimile, which included a certificate of facsimile transmission. A copy of the 
response to the Office Action, and the facsimile transmittal sheet indicating the response was 
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received by the USPTO is enclosed herewith. It would appear that the response was 
inadvertently misplaced by the USPTO. 

In view of the foregoing evidence, Applicants respectfully submit that the Office Action 
dated April 23, 2003 was responded to in a timely manner, and therefore the above-identified 
application was improperly abandoned. 

In view of the above, Applicants respectfully request a withdrawal of the Notice of 
Abandonment issued in the instant application, and entry of the response previously filed on 
July 23, 2003. 



Respectfully submitted, 



600 13th Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: 202-756-8000 MEF:rp 
Facsimile: 202-756-8087 
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